
 



Getting Started in Christian Music in 2021 

By Eric Copeland of Creative Soul Records 

Welcome to what could be your first step in getting going with your music or moving to a 

whole new level from where you have been.  

This eBook is meant to be a primer but is certainly not just for beginners. This is for 

anyone looking for the right steps to take, to get things moving in their music 

career…finally, or…again!   

Also, this eBook has been specially edited to take a look at what the music industry is 

really like in January 2021, especially for those of us “outside the gates” of the music 

industry of labels and publishers. Some things have radically changed, and some things 

stay exactly the same. Some things may be outdated by next week! 

Let’s Talk About YOU! 

We know exactly where you are and where you’ve been. We know it’s been challenging 

to find the right roads, the right people to help, and the right advice to trust.  

How do we know? We’ve been there with our own talents and with those of our clients 

for over 30 years. Getting a grasp on your talent, honing that talent into a craft, and then 

getting that artistic thing out into the world is a very daunting thing.  

Add to that the pressure and maybe even the feeling that God has made you for a certain 

purpose, not to mention use the talent He gave you…whew! That’s a lot on your 

shoulders.  

You may have tried to find someone locally in studios, or in your church or school to 

help, but there has just not been anything that’s felt right. So, you just sit there, knowing 

you have talent and a story to share, but no idea where to turn next.  

Well, to find out the next road, you must know where it is you think you might need to 

get to.  

Where You Want to Go  

If you are a singer or performer, you probably have it in your mind that you need a record 

deal, because that’s what you see on TV or movies happening to other talented people. 

While this still happens, it’s really for a very small percentage of artists, and these days 

it’s more likely for artists who already have a tremendous following already built in 

(American Idol/Voice contestants, YouTube viral artists, etc.) 

But there is another way that has become much more common, sensible, and even 

preferred, especially over the past few decades: Doing it yourself. Finding someone to 

help you (utilizing a music center like Nashville where there is amazing talent, and 

companies that can help you promote as well). Funding it yourself to retain complete 



control and ownership. Then just making product (physical or digital), getting the music 

out (live in front of audiences or online), making a difference with your music and story, 

building an online following and audience, and continuing that from this point on in your 

life.  

Is this easy? No way. But, if you feel God has given you talent, and wants you to use it, 

then the path I just described really becomes the only choice. Unless you just like sitting 

on your hands for years or standing in line at The Voice tryouts with other wannabes or 

waiting for someone to recognize your genius by a random meeting or demo crossing 

their desk).  

If you are a songwriter or composer, it’s very similar. You must get your songs to 

audiences or, if you aren’t an artist, to other artists to sing and record, or to TV, film, and 

advertising. Again, this is usually and mostly done in a place like Nashville or other 

music center, or with a consultant, producer, or company that can actually help you use 

the amazing talent and make contacts with the music business people in those music 

centers. 

How to Get There  

The next step is getting in touch with someone who can help.   

In the old days, you would hope for that lucky break where someone would put you in 

front of an A&R (Artist & Repertoire) person, or music publisher, who would be so 

overwhelmed by your talent, he had to sign you on the spot!  

It’s not that this can’t happen. It does, but again, it’s much like the lottery and many 

people wait their whole lives for an opportunity like this. Even if that magic meeting does 

indeed come, you better be ready with an impressive resume of work to show them. And 

after the meeting there is no certainty that anything will even happen from there. Many 

times, these are just the starting points of relationships with a label or a publisher or 

music library. Then those relationships are grown through years of work and them seeing 

that you are a lifer in this, and not just a music hobbyist for a time. 

Note: Please take no offense at that statement. There is nothing wrong with doing music 

as a side hustle, hobby, or just for fun. But if you are reading this, you are wanting to 

think seriously about starting a music career. Like any career, it takes years to build, and 

for people to know you as someone who is serious about this. 

These are some of the many reasons we formed our unique version of the music industry 

at Creative Soul. We have evolved into a company that serves artists, songwriters, and 

creative brands just like a label or publisher would. From the initial questions about how 

to get going and what to expect, to assessment of talent. From writing or finding the right 

songs, to producing them with the quality you’d hear on the radio, and to the ever-

important marketing of that music and finding an audience you can serve. 

http://www.creativesoulonline.com/


You need to find someone you trust. Someone who gives good advice, who does good 

quality work, and can help you reach a worldwide audience with your music and brand.  

What Is Your Dream?  

What is the thing you want to do? Is it to be singing in front of people? Is it to write songs 

for other artists, or maybe for TV, film, and other uses? Is it to build a following online 

that you can speak to and hopefully bless? Is it to build a worldwide brand that will reach 

people for Christ or at least inspire them in some way? 

If so, how do you take your gifts and talents and get them heard?   

The Old Way: You hope to be “discovered” and some record label takes a chance on you 

because they are rolling in dough, because they are selling so much music. They sign 

you, pay for an album, pay for marketing, you don’t sell enough to make a profit, and 

they release you. You own nothing. They keep the masters. You are back to doing this 

alone. Oh, and by the way, getting signed happens to about .1% of the artists out there.  

The New Way: You take control yourself. You find a producer and company that can 

help you realize this dream. You find an investor, or invest in this yourself, and own 

everything. You get out there, using all the new tools including a web site, social media 

channels like Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube, digital music outlets like Spotify, 

Apple Music, iTunes, and Amazon, build a following, and play to them the rest of your 

life.  

And did we mention you own everything?  

Do you want to be a songwriter or composer that writes for other artists, or for TV, film, 

and advertising? If so, how do you get your songs produced, heard, and used?  

Old Way: You send your songs in blind to a music publisher, or “pitch” them live. The 

music publisher decides they like you and signs you to a publishing contract, does all the 

work, finds home for the songs, and you sit at home eating bon-bons. (Not sure this really 

ever happened, and you may not even like bon-bons!)  

New Way: Actually, this hasn’t changed all that much, except there are plenty of things 

you can do to own your own publishing, find avenues for your songs online, in film, TV, 

gaming, and ads (sync licensing), and approach more artists, publishers, producers, music 

libraries, and music supervisors directly. 

The bottom line is that you don’t have to “wait” for anyone to begin achieving your 

dream of a more creative life. In fact, many times all that is stopping you is fear. More on 

that below.  

Another thing stopping you is you may have just never found the right partner who 

knows all the things you need to know to move towards these dreams. But enough about 

dreams… 



What Is the Reality?  

OK, so we are not going to sugar coat this for you. Very likely, you will NOT become 

famous (and here’s why). Sorry. We know you’re disappointed, but it had to be said.  

The reality of a music life is finding that place where being in the music business fits into 

your real life. Not the fantasy life where you get a record deal and the industry comes and 

whisks you away. But the real life of driving a few hours to a gig or a church, singing a 

few songs or a concert, selling some product to people who were touched by your music, 

and then driving home, alone. No custom, fancy bus waiting for you with a flat screen 

and a bedroom in the back. 

For songwriters, reality is trips to Nashville to have meetings with publishers, artists, and 

producers, hoping to find homes for your songs. Then driving home wondering if 

anything will come of those meetings. Or sending links to your song catalog to an 

exclusive library and waiting to hear back…and waiting… 

But here’s another reality. You’re singing at that church that night, and someone hears 

something in your song that changes the way they think. They make a decision, and it 

changes the course of their life. Maybe you don’t even know about it, and while you are 

driving through McDonalds on the way home thinking it was just another gig, someone is 

reorganizing the rest of their life due to words and music you presented to them. 

Or another reality is you make a music video of your song, whether it’s a simple lyric 

video, or a full-fledged big budget production. You post it on your Facebook Page or 

YouTube channel. You share it with your friends and family, and they share it with their 

friends. Someone you don’t even know might have their whole day (or life) changed 

because they happened to see your song on their phone or computer. 

Yet another reality is you write a song that gets on a playlist on Spotify. Another artist 

hears it and loves it and does their own version on their album. That song becomes a 

radio cut, and somewhere in the middle of America, someone hears it on the radio, and 

they have to pull over because tears are welling up. And they are changed. Or maybe it’s 

your recorded version played on a radio station via a radio promoter you hired that got 

your song played across the country. 

That’s the reality we are talking about, and it has nothing to do with phrases like “getting 

signed” or “publishing deal”. It’s what you can do now in the new music world we live 

in, by just choosing to get started.  

Getting Started as a Music Artist  

There’s likely been something holding you back from even surfing around and finding 

this free eBook, and that’s just plain old fear. So, let’s throw caution to the wind and just 

get started!  

http://musicministrybiz.blogspot.com/2012/04/why-you-probably-wont-be-famous.html
http://musicministrybiz.blogspot.com/2012/04/why-you-probably-wont-be-famous.html


First things first, you need to become an artist. How do you do that? While you or your 

music are the actual product, you will need an example of your talent to show people in 

the industry, sell/give to fans, and generally prove you are who you say you are. So, as 

much as it may sound self-serving coming from a production company, you really do 

need to make a recording of some kind.  

Listen, if you signed a “recording contract” with a label, they would get you into the 

studio ASAP to record something (it is called a “recording” contract you know). So, if 

you want to get started why wouldn’t you do that yourself? It only makes sense.  

Any business who wants to succeed must either have a service or a product to succeed. 

As a music artist, you will have both, but you need actual music to start with! Otherwise 

you’re just a nice person who can sing or play.  

So, how do you get started down that road? Well, companies like Creative Soul can talk 

with you, explain the options, and help you down the roads of planning, production, and 

then marketing your brand to the world!  

It’s all about finding someone you trust, and feeling comfortable working with, then 

getting to work!  

Getting Started as a Working Songwriter or Composer 

So, you have lots of great songs (you think) that could be cut on albums being made all 

the time, or that could be used on TV, films, or commercials? Well, maybe it’s time to 

get someone’s thoughts on your songs. Are they really that good? Do they have what 

music publishers are interested in?   

I always tell writers the first thing to do is find help in the music center for their style of 

music. I will say that Nashville is the best music center to find publishers for country, 

bluegrass, and folk, but also certainly for the Christian market. Los Angeles is certainly 

the best marketing for sync licensing, scoring, and probably pop, rock, and R&B. 

Then at some point, you want to come to a music center and start having meetings, 

“pitching” your songs, and getting good demos of your songs recorded. We work mainly 

in Nashville since many of our clients are interested in faith-based, gospel, or Christian 

music, and because that’s where our label, musicians, producers, and engineers have been 

based for most of our existence. 

Staying Inspired as a Creative Person 

For the Creative Soul  
It’s tough to find inspiration, ideas, and encouragement sometimes in your local area or 

region. There just may not be a lot of folks you feel a musical or even creative kinship 

with. Finding like minds isn’t easy.  

https://www.creativesoulonline.com/
http://www.creativesoulonline.com/


That’s why we work so hard to provide free info and encouragement through our For the  

Creative Soul brand at http://www.FortheCreativeSoul.com  

We are very excited about our eBook, “How to Live a Creative Life: Creative Ministry 

Edition”, written especially for the creative Christian artist. Find out more at 

http://www.FortheCreativeSoul.com/p/how-to-live-creative-life.html 

Navigating the World of Christian Music Making  

The Straight Truth (Our Newest eBook) 
This eBook attempts to answer the questions many Christian artists have when they are 

just investigating recording, starting a ministry, in the middle of recording, trying to 

market their music, and even trying to figure out if they should even do music ministry at 

all! 

We will be updating this book soon to cover all genres, but most of the things in it are 

true for many genres. 

Find out more about this eBook at https://www.creativesoulonline.com/the-straight-truth/ 

Stay in Touch 

One of the most cost-effective things you can do in follow us and watch and hear all 

that’s going on to see how it might be something you want or need to do. Here’s how: 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/creativesoulrecords 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/creativesoulrecords/ 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/creativesoulrecords 

Going Further  

So, where do you go from here?  

We would be happy to answer any questions you may have about getting started with 

your creative gifts. First, look through our comprehensive and informational site at 

http://www.CreativeSoulOnline.com and then get in touch. We’d love to hear from you.  

But be careful not to wait too long and regret later that you should have started earlier.  

We hear that all the time! “I wish I’d found you guys years ago before I…” 

Please feel free to email us at CreativeSoulRecords@gmail.com or call 615-400-3910 and 

tell us what’s on your creative mind ! 

 

Here’s our first steps for serious Christian artists and songwriters:  

http://www.forthecreativesoul.com/
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We actually have THREE great and affordable ways for you to get started with us. 

Our Unique Artist and Songwriter Workshop (PDF Edition)  

This is the complete PDF edition of everything we talk about in our in person, phone, and 

online consults with new artists. It’s the entire outline of the workshop, but with all the 

information we share during the day. What you’ll learn:  

• Info about who we are and what we do  

• All about our affiliation with larger labels & publishers 

• Finding your purpose and calling  

• Our complete development and production process  

• How you can expect to make income  

• Explanations on publishing and royalties  

• The importance of social media  

How to make a plan for your music and ministry  

Click here to get your copy!  

 

______________________________________________________________________  

The 3-Song Critique  

Creative Soul also offers a cost-effective 3-Song Demo Critique Service for $125. Many 

artists, especially singers and songwriters who want to know where they stand, have 

gotten started with us this way. 

This package includes:  

• Extensive professional review (Up to 3 Songs per Consult)  

We will listen for several days to your demo in a few different systems and 

locations to get a feel for the music and its commercial appeal. Other factors 

taken into consideration will be songwriting strength, originality, music talent, 

and heart.  

• Detailed email, and follow-up phone conversation if you like.  

We will write a long, detailed email about the songs and the topics listed above. 

Then, when you have had time to digest all that, we can schedule a phone call to 

talk more in-depth.  

• Suggestions for next step, publication, or industry contact  

Sometimes our best suggestion will be a few days of work at our studio, or we 

could suggest you send it to a publisher or record label. How good are you?  

• Discount off a future Creative Soul project  

http://creativesoulonline.com/e-books/christian-artist-workshop-pdf-edition/
http://creativesoulonline.com/e-books/christian-artist-workshop-pdf-edition/


If you decide to schedule a song or project after your demo consult, we will take 

$50 off one of your payments! 

Click here for more information!  

______________________________________________________________________  

Artist & Songwriter Consulting 
Talk live with one of our producers about how to get your music ministry career going!   

This is one of our most popular options as we can go through all the information in our 

Artist and Songwriter Workshop in a series of phone calls.  

Everything we talk about in the PDF Workshop, plus listening to your music and giving 

you our thoughts and suggestions. 

Find out more here about this service… 

______________________________________________________________________  

About the Author  

Eric Copeland is a composer, arranger, and President of Cre8iv Entertainment, Inc. He 

works every day with artists, producers, engineers, musicians, churches, schools, and a 

cast of thousands. His main work is in finding ways to help his clients be better at what 

they do creatively and have more success. It’s a new music business out there, and there 

are infinitely new ways to do everything.   

For more about Eric’s various musical works, visit his personal site at: 

http://www.EricCopelandMusic.com  

For more info on how to get started (or re-started) in Christian music, including how to 

find someone to help, consulting, studio production and more please go online to 

http://www.CreativeSoulOnline.com  

Cre8iv Entertainment also works to help artists and songwriters explore getting music 

into the worlds of Film, TV, and Commercials via our Sync Licensing company Positive 

Spin Songs. Find out more at PositiveSpinSongs.com  

Lastly to see and hear the way our artists our reaching the world online, check out our 

videos and behind the scenes short films at Cre8ivTV. 

https://creativesoulonline.com/consulting-for-christian-music-ministries/artist-and-songwriter-demo-critique-consultation/
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